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What is the Child 
Fatality Review 
Panel (CFRP)?

Multidisciplinary team established by 
NDCC 50-25.1 and began reviewing 
deaths in 1996 

Reviews deaths of all children under age 
18, which occur in the state.

The Panel’s purpose is to:

• Identify the cause of children’s deaths,

• Identify the circumstances that 
contribute to children’s deaths, and

• Recommend changes in policy, practices, 
and law to prevent child deaths 
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Status A Reviews:

• Homicide, Suicide, and 

Accident

• Natural when death is 

sudden, unexpected, 

and/or unexplained

• CPS involvement

• HSZ or DJS custody 

Preventable 
Death 

A preventable death is one which, in 
retrospective analysis, it is 
determined that a reasonable 
intervention (e.g. medical, 
educational, environmental, social, 
supervisory, legal, or psychological) 
might have prevented the death. 

Reasonable is defined by taking into 
consideration the condition, 
circumstances, or resources available. 
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Death Classification 
SUID 
Sudden Unexplained Infant Death 
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Intrinsic Factors: Natural conditions or risk 

factors associated with abnormal physiology or 

anatomy that are concerning as contributors to 

death but are insufficient as a cause:

➢ Low birth weight

➢ Alcohol, drug, cigarette use in pregnancy

➢ Prematurity

➢ Illness

➢ History of febrile seizures

➢ Congenital condition 

Extrinsic Factors: Conditions in the child’s 

immediate environment that are a potential 

threat to life but cannot be deemed the cause 

of death with reasonable certainty

➢ Side or prone (stomach) sleep position

➢ Over-bundling

➢ Objects in immediate sleep environment

➢ Sleep environment not designed for infant

sleep (bed, couch, swing)

➢ Soft or excessive bedding

➢ Sleep surface sharing

➢ Injuries or toxicologic findings that are either 

non-lethal or of unknown lethality
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Child’s Age

8

7

8



3/27/2024

5

9

Child Maltreatment 
Fatality Prevention 
Plan 
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Child Maltreatment 
Death 

Confirmed Fatal Maltreatment is 

determined by Child Protection 

Services
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Contributing 
Child 

Maltreatment 

Every child’s death 
is a tragic loss for 
the family and 
community.

Conference presentation 14

Especially 

tragic is the 

child death 

that could 

have been 

prevented.
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Strategies 

Prevention strategies focusing on 
these three key areas will likely 
result in the greatest reduction of 
fatal child maltreatment. 

Sleep 
Environment 
Hazards  
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Decrease accidental 
asphyxia related to 

hazards in the infant’s 
sleep environment and 

SUID with extrinsic 
factors of sleep 

environment hazards 
by 20% from 2020 to 

2025. 
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Prevention 
Strategies 

Educate and encourage the 

public to follow the AAP 

recommendations for safe 

sleep environments 

Community wide promotion of 

referring eligible families for the 

distribution of safe sleep 

resources, such as Cribs for Kids 

Expand, promote and 

refer families for home 

visiting services 

Comprehensive Plans of 
Safe Care for Substance 

Exposed Infants
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Unsecured 
Firearms 

Firearm related suicide deaths of 
children have tripled from 2016 
to 2020. 

Suicide is preventable and one 
strategy is to safely store firearms 
so this lethal means is out of 
children’s access.
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https://youtu.be/UztyHWve7gc
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Firearm Injury
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Unsecured Firearms – Suicide 
Prevention 

60%

Unlocked and Loaded

40%

Stored in Child’s Bedroom 

47%

Handgun

65%

Mental Health Diagnosis 
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Decrease suicide child 
fatalities by firearm 
by 25% from 2020 to 

2025. 
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Prevention 
Strategies 

Promotion of safe gun storage - should 
be locked and unloaded with ammunition 

locked separately. Children should not
be able to access any keys or

combinations to gun safes or lock boxes.

Promotion and 

distribution of gun 

safety kids and trigger 

locks  

Suicide risk 

assessments, referrals 

and warm hand-offs 

Suicide prevention / 

intervention education 
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Abusive 
Head 
Trauma
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https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/gun-safety-and-injury-prevention/safe-storage-of-firearms/keeping-teens-safer-at-home/
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Decrease fatal and 
near-death abusive 

head trauma by 50% 
from 2020 to 2025. 
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Prevention 
Strategies 

Increase awareness about 

the period of purple crying 

and provide education 

abusive head trauma 

prevention 

Increase community 

awareness of Baby Safe 

Haven 

Recognize the signs of physical 

abuse in young children       

TEN-4-FACESp

All child deaths receive a 

thorough, quality, and 

comprehensive investigation 

of the death scene and 

circumstances surrounding 

the child’s death 30

29

30

https://vimeo.com/766262350/32f5c9a576
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https://mandatedreporterpcand.arvigmedia.com/
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Key takeaways

Child maltreatment death 

is preventable

The keys to preventing 
child death are learned 
through comprehensive 

investigations  

Courageous conversations 

and greater attention to child 

safety and fatality prevention 

saves lives. 

We all play a star role in 

the prevention of child 

maltreatment deaths
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Tips, Tools, Resources and 
Support 

AAP Safe Sleep 

Recommendations for 

reducing infant deaths 

in sleep environments 

988 – NDHHS

Suicide and Crisis 

Lifeline

Be Smart

Secure Gun Storage 

Saves Kids’ Lives 
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https://watermark.silverchair.com/peds_2022057990.pdf?token=AQECAHi208BE49Ooan9kkhW_Ercy7Dm3ZL_9Cf3qfKAc485ysgAAAzMwggMvBgkqhkiG9w0BBwagggMgMIIDHAIBADCCAxUGCSqGSIb3DQEHATAeBglghkgBZQMEAS4wEQQMKeFRTw0glUbge1drAgEQgIIC5mpkCEk3qlrpwrvdHDWNFdZDnGbl6YIzXnG4WX77Y78oMl8imw51EL5QuzQJLKLaqSSEbyerLXffvAmGY8qjm45RzesheXHgMVcptcjlNXbl8hykmCxLFGRI0Yrg_9-GYLUOSftPwPiCEuzv2VAx9HDcIpb6XYaU2rrXApxYEWyuzUcvOtUiazvxLa6rfgV8cqwSy5l_1g2QrYpEdx7k9RYxiiDx3eibP_hlmxZRukyca9hPMP_Ic1khlWo0sbm48dBULJz_ZrS5U0zkbcnQZO8RQx0Y_RbSowZpNjq7QIGdsi1IPPRQ9LX2OR_amWlWopCuNKwu-DyJ0eGzIWDxmOQxyhjoUl39FKh0OddRKjt0soROmi7ekRmiryD1_WVLXuUb1tZMAA0Hj7QAd7M_etwuRdTif-6eADqbPiAK7nmcjdl_cdxc2ELRqF8MH9VImTYo6O6DqPeVpi9cny9yRn5dyA4ntTDbJytz3Y8IETXGozXGI80QLPOZbLULic6YC3cka2832BsLKIw_kDGa1WH3jH7IiSUMbEX2_r_6JaNvo2_iz9UXHljG2cAdDS5CWr2D0Jq_AulOJ6Drr6wlI1WTDLmPKsnAP8KLCKlZGcOHBr3-UgxSY1gOA18QzzfPYvYckznMag8OgaLSr5ZSlOICDv28tddDUzhewDPHy-4vv0RN1g5GLEL7cA6IKkj73z0LSr0X-7NZXlx7YJWoRDB8dpDy7prqwBL8pyeHhzIqCLAGQ82JvnXFdFtOXvfrSG_CNumOR2r81U0TeXBrLbByfrQbmyhYLem7q8JG6ckQQ7_cDxrGRCekAcOMv92ci3bLhWwZL6mowcyh8KteWappxLOs_nbs7pmpneB39T9FYL1KOYTxs7JIvKBUaBkM3Q6V6yoLb4-U05G_v4k6-zOWKolHOb3C9Pe3FxoQz9M5XoqGuanftZTTurw5FaiRt4ys1OuPHCLdJWz4PbRXFQJn5KngwaQ
https://www.hhs.nd.gov/988
https://besmartforkids.org/
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What can YOU do? 

Our shared accountability, collaboration and actions can 

END Child Abuse and Neglect. 

Learn More: 

ND Child Maltreatment Fatality Prevention Plan

CFRP Annual Report 2017-2019
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Celebrating More 
Birthdays 
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North Dakota Child Maltreatment Prevention Plan 2023.pdf
Child Fatality Annual Report 2017-2019.pdf
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